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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

In the midst of new and uncertain times, AACI continues to be nimble and engaged. We continue 

to look for new ways to fulfill our goals and mission as an organization. In this quarterly edition,  

we are highlighting how we are adapting and responding to this global pandemic. We are 

maintaining communications with our membership and key stakeholders; our members are 

continuing to deliver excellent service to farmers and ranchers in need while navigating  

work-from-home mandates. 

We are proud that our weekly call series continues to be a successful way to provide insight and 

analysis to our membership. 

While we are looking forward to resuming normal operations, it is difficult to imagine non-essential 

travel to Washington, D.C. for the remainder of 2020. Given this reality, we are looking to host a 

virtual conference/fly-in later this year. We hope to release more details in due course. 

Please feel free to reach out to us if you have a need or a question. We are hoping for brighter 

days ahead. 

Stay safe.

SCOTT GRAVES

President

TABLE OF CONTENTS

	 1 	 MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT	

	 2 	� AACI IN ACTION 

	 4 	 LEGISLATIVE UPDATE	

	 6	� CAUCUS CONNECTION	

	 8	 AACI MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

	10 	 SEEDING THE FUTURE

12 	 PAC UPDATE 		



2     AACI IN ACTION       Q2 REPORT 2020     3

AACI  
   Call Series

AACI IN ACTION 

After the COVID-19 pandemic required social 

distancing restrictions for the majority of the 

country, AACI began to explore ways to keep its 

membership engaged with Washington. As a result, 

AACI launched its weekly call series, giving its 

members an opportunity to engage with Members 

of Congress, administration officials, university 

professors, and other senior Capitol Hill staff on  

a weekly basis. 

During the calls, Members of Congress and their 

staff updated participants on congressional activity 

related COVID-19, such as changes to SBA’s 

Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), complications 

in the food supply chain and meat processing 

sector, and details of USDA’s Coronavirus Food 

Assistance Program (CFAP).

On the Administrative side, AACI connected with 

RMA Administrator Martin Barbre and his staff, who 

walked through their agency updates since the start 

of 2020 and answered a series of crop insurance 

related questions from AACI members.

USDA Chief Economist Dr. Robert Johansson 

provided members with an in-depth presentation 

on the current economic situation and the 

forecasts for U.S. crops, livestock, and trade. 

Outside of the beltway, Dr. Bart Fisher, Co-Director 

of the Agricultural & Food Policy Center at Texas 

A&M University, provided an overview of s relief 

programs available for agriculture and an in-depth 

analysis of payment distribution under USDA’s CFAP. 

In holding these weekly calls, AACI staff hopes to 

continue to provide valuable insight to the policy 

landscape in Washington, D.C., and, at the same 

time, keep its members well-aware of what’s 

happening across the country in the agriculture 

community. 

April 9	 House Agriculture Committee Staff (Trevor White & Jake Chisholm)

April 16	 Senate Agriculture Committee Staff (Joe Schultz)

April 23	 Congressman Glenn “GT” Thompson (R-PA)

April 30	� Bart Fischer, Co-Director of the Agricultural & Food Policy Center 
at Texas A&M University

May 7	 Congressman Mike Conaway (R-TX)

May 14	 Congressman Austin Scott (R-GA)

May 21	 RMA Administrator Martin Barbre

May 28	 Robert Johansson, USDA Chief Economist

June 4	 Congresswoman Sharice Davids (D-KS)

June 11	 Congresswoman Angie Craig (D-MN)

June 18	 Congressman Rick Crawford (R-AR)

June 25	 Congressman Filemon Vela (D-TX)

July 9	 Congresswoman Cindy Axne (D-IA)

July 16	 Congressman Rodney Davis (R-IL)

July 23	 Congresswoman Abby Finkenhauer (D-IA)

I have thoroughly enjoyed the AACI 
Weekly Calls. The content is informative, 
timely, beneficial and impactful. I really 
appreciate and am impressed with the 
weekly featured guest speakers. These 
are professional influential individuals 
who are making a big difference in ag 
policy. A sincere thank you to the AACI 
organization for holding and organizing 
these weekly calls.

                      �Ted Lung, CGB Diversified Services 

The weekly calls have been a valuable 
alternative to in person interactions that 
are traditionally held in Washington DC 
and crop insurance industry events.   
I appreciate each participant taking the 
time to join the calls as well as Matt, Scott 
and Brittney planning the call each week.

            �Matt Klein, Great American Insurance Group

“ “
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COVID-19 & Agriculture
On May 12, House Democrats laid out their opening 

bid for new stimulus funding when they unveiled 

their $3 trillion coronavirus relief bill, the Health 

and Economic Recovery Omnibus Emergency 

Solutions (HEROES) Act. The bill included several 

agriculture-related provisions, such as: an additional 

$16.5 billion for direct payments to agricultural 

producers to cover losses resulting from COVID-19; 

aid for biofuels plants and dairy producers; and 

compensation for livestock and poultry producers 

who have had to euthanize animals that couldn’t be 

processed. The bill passed narrowly in the House by 

a vote of 208-199, but is all but dead in the Senate, 

where GOP Leaders are waiting to see how the 

first rounds of aid play out. However, Senators are 

currently negotiating a package of their own with an 

expected price tag closer to $1 trillion.

On June 5, President Trump signed into law the 

Paycheck Protection Program Flexibility Act, 

solidifying changes that will grant businesses 

greater flexibility in using the Small Business 

Administration’s Paycheck Protection Program 

(PPP). Specifically, the law reduces payroll 

requirement for forgiveness from 75% to 60%, 

extends the loan forgiveness period from 8 weeks 

to 24 weeks, increases the minimum maturity for 

a PPP loan to five years, and changes coverage 

period for PPP to Dec. 31, 2020, among other things.

After the announcement of USDA’s Coronavirus 

Food Assistance Program (CFAP) in mid-April, 

the department issued a press release on May 19 

providing details about the program, and notified 

stakeholders that sign-up for CFAP would begin on 

May 26. By June 7, USDA had distributed $1.4 billion 

in payments, with $676 million going to livestock 

producers, $337 million to dairy farms, $368 to row 

crops, and less than $25 million to specialty crops.

As COVID-19 caused a sharp decline in meat 

processing due to worker infections, temporary 

closures, and the implementation of distancing 

and other measures, President Trump’s issued an 

Executive Order on April 28 directing meatpacking 

facilities to implement the CDC and OSHA 

guidelines created for the meat and poultry sector. 

By June 9, Secretary Perdue announced that across 

the cattle, swine, and broiler sectors, processing 

facilities are operating more than 95% of their 

average capacity compared to this time last year.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

AACI has proven itself the ultimate tool for Crop Insurance 

Providers. Since the shutdown, it has given AACI members 

unparalleled direct access to the lawmakers who make a 

difference in our industry. With AACI, we are not only at the 

table, we are crafting the menu.
�Douglas Carothers,  
Personal Ag Management Services, LLC

“
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CAUCUS CONNECTION

In July 2019, AACI announced the creation and launch of the bipartisan Congressional Crop Insurance 

Caucus by Reps. Cheri Bustos and Glenn “GT” Thompson. There are more than 35 members and it 

continues to grow. In this quarterly edition, we are taking an opportunity to learn more about two caucus 

members and will spotlight others in future reports.

Rep. Sharice Davids (D-KS-03)

Elected: 2018

Committees: Small Business; Transportation & Infrastructure

Leadership: Regional Whip

Fun Fact: Rep. Davids became one of the first two Native American women to serve in 

Congress.

I am a proud member of the bipartisan Congressional Crop Insurance Caucus. I know 

how important crop insurance is for Kansas and the third district, which is home to  

CGB Diversified and ProAg.

This year has been especially tough for many farmers in Kansas with drought 

conditions and the Coronavirus impacting the food supply chain. I am glad that 

Congress was able to secure assistance for farmers, including the Coronavirus Food 

Assistance Program (CFAP). I recognize the ongoing challenges this pandemic 

presents to both farmers and crop insurers.

I also requested that the Appropriations Committee support strong funding for rural 

infrastructure programs in Fiscal Year 2021 that will provide stability to the agriculture 

industry in Kansas and beyond – including for the Rural Utilities Service (RUS) Electric 

Loans, the Rural Decentralized Water System, and the Circuit Rider Program.

I will continue to work with my colleagues on both sides of the aisle and with AACI 

members in support of our agricultural industry and to ensure we are protecting vital 

risk management tools for our farmers and ranchers.

Rep. Rick Crawford (R-AR-01) 

Elected: 2010

Committees: Agriculture; Transportation & Infrastructure; Permanent Select  

on Intelligence

Leadership: Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines, and Hazardous 

Materials; Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Counterterrorism, Counterintelligence, 

and Counterproliferation

Fun Fact: Rep. Crawford plays guitar and sings in a band called Triple Nickel.

America is home to the world’s most affordable, abundant, and safe food supply. 

Industrious producers across America and the 1st District of Arkansas are the source  

of the food and fiber that feed the millions of mouths here and around the world.

 Although in recent months this food supply chain has been tested because of the 

COVID-19 pandemic, our nation’s farmers and ranchers always sustain us during 

difficult times. Though they are facing new and unfamiliar challenges, they continue  

to show strength and resilience.

 I have supported key legislation and the administration’s efforts to support our 

producers during this time to help them stay in business and put food on the tables  

of American families.

 Additionally, to help alleviate the labor shortage that farmers are experiencing 

because of the pandemic, I partnered with a number of organizations to launch  

FARM Corps which connects willing veterans who are struggling with job loss with 

local farmers. Food security is national security and no two groups understand this 

better than farmers and members of our military.

 I appreciate the efforts of AACI and the crop insurance industry to lend their support 

to our farmers and ranchers and help them navigate these challenging times and work 

through the 2020 growing season.

Connecting 
with Congressional Crop Insurance Caucus Members
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AACI MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

AIPs Respond to  
       COVID-19

Rain & Hail Insurance Services 
Scott Arnold, Division President, Chubb Agriculture President

“�Fortunately, we had invested heavily in our technology over the past several years, 

with an emphasis on mobile tools that allow our staff, agents, and policyholders to 

access information and transact business from anywhere. The COVID-19 crisis made 

the use of these tools essential for all, but I couldn’t be prouder of how quickly and 

easily our team and customers adapted. Throughout this crisis, business has run 

smoothly with no gaps in service to our agents or the farmers and ranchers we serve.”

ProAg 
Kendall Jones, CEO & President

“�It has not been business as usual, but it has been business uninterrupted. Despite the 

recent challenges that the COVID-19 pandemic has brought, ProAg is proud to have 

provided uninterrupted delivery of claims and underwriting services. Our customers 

have experienced little if any delays with ProAg’s delivery of essential field services 

such as field inspections, processing of grower applications and reports and critical 

indemnity payments. On top of this, we remain dedicated to providing the best online 

tools to our agents and policyholders to manage their crop insurance business with 

ProAg.

Our pandemic and contingency planning proved to be successful. All of our business 

operations continued as usual as we navigated various work-from-home mandates, 

updates to RMA procedures, and followed the recommended guidelines provided 

by our local, state and national leaders. Since we are deemed an essential service, all 

our offices have remained open throughout this period while employees who worked 

in those offices were provided the opportunity to work remotely. We are incredibly 

appreciative of the way our agents and employees handled the transitions required to 

deal with COVID-19.”

Crop Risk Services 
Brian Young, Chief Executive Officer

“�Crop Risk Services is fully operational. Our work from home arrangements are helping 

safeguard our colleagues as we continue to serve our farming customers and agent 

partners. We remain in a strong capital position, backed by the financial strength and 

ample liquidity of AIG. Crop Risk Services’ core principles will not waver. We support 

the American farmer proudly by helping manage their risks.”

Great American Insurance Group  
Tim Weber, Divisional President

“�Great American Insurance has had business continuity plans in place for several 

years and while these plans were originally designed for business disruption caused 

by physical damage to office facilities, they have served us well during this COVID 

pandemic. Great American is currently maximizing its work-from-home capabilities 

while working with our agencies to serve our policyholders. We are committed to 

providing the service our agents, farmers and ranchers come to expect from Great 

American as we work through the 2020 growing season and beyond.” 

NAU Country 
Jim Korin, President

“�We have been able to keep up our level of service while having most of our staff 

working from home. It is an incredible feat and a testament to the high degree of 

automation and awesome technology we have at NAU Country Insurance Company. 

We are doing our part to follow all the state, local and federal orders and mandates 

during this situation. We have stepped up on a national basis, donating over 100,000 

N95 masks to care facilities in need, equipped our workforce in the field with masks 

and hand sanitizers, and donated countless hours and dollars toward COVID-19 causes. 

We have received a lot of positive feedback from our many great agents regarding the 

ability of our people and systems to move forward on a business-as-usual basis.

CGB Diversified Services 
Ron Miiller, President 

�“CGB and DS made the decision at the onset of the “stay at home” decisions to protect 

the financial security of each of our employees by announcing the continuation of 

all salaries. DS closed all offices nationwide and continues through July 6 to provide 

service to all our agents and insureds from home. We are very proud of the way in 

which all staff has stepped up in this chaotic time to provide the level of service we 

were providing prior to the pandemic.”
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Beginning in 2021, the American Association of 

Crop Insurers (AACI) is launching its leadership 

development program, Seeding the Future, to 

identify and train a new generation of leaders within 

the crop insurance industry. The program will focus 

on giving these individuals the tools and resources 

needed to be effective representatives of AACI and 

the crop insurance industry both in Washington, 

D.C. and throughout the country, including assisting 

in the development of important relationships and 

building out a network of policy influencers. The 

individuals selected for the program will participate 

in four separate courses over the span of two years, 

followed by two other activities the following year. A 

brief summary of the four courses are as follows:

History & Mission: To understand the history and 

evolution of the federal crop insurance program 

and AACI.

Communication & Leadership: To understand 

the political messaging around how to 

communicate effectively with members of the 

press and policy makers.

PAC, Grassroots & Policy: To understand how 

PACs work and how to organize events, to gain 

an understanding of how district offices function; 

NCIS’s role as it relates to AACI, and the industry 

as a whole.

Political & Policy: To understand policy 

development and implementation through 

legislative and executive branch decision-

makers, as well as other leaders of agriculture 

and conservation organizations. 

After successful completion of the four courses, 

leadership class participants will be required to 

complete two or three additional activities with the 

help of AACI staff before being recognized at the 

AACI-NCIS annual meeting. AACI hopes the creation 

of the leadership program, Seeding the Future, will 

help encourage AACI members to become more 

involved with the association and help prepare 

individuals for potential leadership positions within 

the association

Meet the individuals selected by AACI leadership to be a part of the inaugural class 

of our leadership development program.

Douglas Carothers
Bakersfield, CA
Personal Ag Management Services

Lucas Conmey
Deforest, WI
Compeer Financial

Shannon Foster
Des Moines, IA
Rain & Hail Insurance Services 

Jason Gama
Edwards, IL
Compeer Financial

Rebecca Hudson
Alton, VA
NAU Country Insurance Company 

Aaron Janes
Shawnee, Kansas 
ProAg

Matt Klein
Union, KY
Great American Insurance Group

Casey Krueger
Pierce, NE 
Crop Risk Services

Ted Lung
Camp Point, IL 
CGB Diversified Services

Bradley Meyer
Johnston, IA
Rain & Hail Insurance Services

Kyle Perry
Germantown Hills, IL
Great American Insurance Group

Brandon Walters
Arcadia, FL 
Florida Farm Credit

SEEDING THE FUTURE

Meet the Inaugural  

            Leadership Class   
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PAC UPDATE

PAC TRAILBLAZER
$1,500 - $2,499
Gaynier, Mike

PAC PIONEER:
$500 - $1,499
Allison, Mark

Atkinson, Jordan

Backer, Adam 

Baumgart, Jeffrey

Bird, Daniel

Bird, Robert

Copeland, Tim

Domer, Jay

Erb, Benjamin

Gonzales, Craig

Goodman, Andrew

Grimsley, Gene

Gugat, Brian

Hall, Hunter

Heilig, Gary 

James, Jon

Janicek, Kenneth

Legleiter, Michael

Meyer, Brad

Meyer, Jeffry

Morrison, Rich

Norrish, Scott

Pearson, William

Perry, Kyle

Powers, Kevin 

Schuler, Dave

Strickland, Dennis

Svingen, Kevin

Ufer, William

PAC PATRON
$250 - $499
Altfillisch, Scott

Armistead, Jimmy 

Bafia, Joseph

Bhangoo, Guri

Broadhurst, Jordan 

Burghduff, Cliff

Byrd, Chad

Connealy, Donald

Covalt, Dallas

Creamer, Ryan

Currie, Mark

Darling, Brad

Davis, Brian

Dicke, Hank

Downing, Troy

Emerson, Teresa

Fink, Brad

Frelich, Steve

Funk, Mark

Goteti, Gopalakrishna

Graunke, Lucas

Hedrick, Brooke

Hefner, Russell

Hinders, Randy

Hoffman, Joe

Hyland, Zach

Isakson, Clint

Jackson, Shane

Kafer, Jeff

Klein, Matthew

Landsburg, Allison

Lassey, Paul 

Leibbrand, Richard

Long, Brian

Maus, Brock

McGrath, Phillip

Munoz, Kristina

Nedved, Monica

Olson, Howard

Paulsen, Brent 

Rue, Mason

Savage, Kent

Schmode, Anthony

Seguin, Kim

Sisk, Kyle

Smith, Michael

Stoneman, David

Sumner, Watt

Treimer, Kerry 

Van Weelden, Andrew

Wagener, Gloria

Wigham, Tammy

PAC SUSTAINER
$25 - $249
Aguirre, Arcadio

Alexander, Zach

Anderson, Levi 

Andreas, Kent

Axtman, Steve

Bailey, Larry

Baldwin, David 

Barclay, Randy

Bartling, Brad

Bean, Russell

Beaver, Kelsey 

Bendorf, Ivan

Berens, Tom

Bills, Kenneth

Bliss, Lori

Bogan, Ricky

Boone, Brandon

Bradfute, Bo 

Bramwell, Dan

Bunting, Naomi

Cardenas, Melissa

Carr, John

Chase, Noah

Chase, Jason

Chisholm, William

Christianson, Holly

Clark, Kevin

Clouse, Jane

Collins, Bridgette

Cook, Steven

Corbett, Kellen

Cormany, Brittany

Cunningham, Carolyn

Dail, Steve

Davis, Anthony 

Duletski, Jessica

Eimer, Larry

Emerson, Heidi

Faber, Dan 

Fiske, Daniel

Flemmer, Lynn

Franz, Tim

Frazier, Austin

Fridgen, Toni

Gargulak, Mark

Garispe, Daniel

Garrison, Vickie

Gilbreath, Lynda

Gordon, Jennifer

Green, Steven

Gruner, Bradley

Hahn, Annette

Hamel, Megan 

Hamstra, Kurt

Hanson, Michael

Henrich, William

Hoffman, Jeffery

Horky, Ryan

Huckert, Anissa

Hudson, Rebecca

Hug, Nancy

Hunt, Dan

Inman, Jill

Jamison, Bill

Jankowski, Matthew

Jensen, Brenda 

Jobman, Steven

Johnson, Alexis 

Johnson, Travis

Johnson, Danelle

Jones, Ryan

Junk, Gregory

Kalb, Jodi

Kegley, Mike

Keller, Paul

Kerber, Cory 

Kesner, Cherise

Klaus, Amy

Knipp, Brian

Koebel, Angie

Koester, Jason

Krause, Carole

Krultz, Adam 

Kunshek, Bill

Lamb, Thomas 

Lang-Weborg, Jean

Lekstrom, Cheryl

Lewis, Tish

Lewis, William

Lewsader, Nathan

Loff, Bryan

Long, Angela

Look, Kathy

Marshall, Allyson

Martin, Megan

Mathis, Ronnie

McDaniel, Jim

McHenry, Robert

McMartin, John

Meeker, Christopher

Meyer, Jared

Meyer, Glen

Michels, Jan 

Miller, Jeff

Mizell, Alex

Moe, Christopher

Moen, Tami

Montelauro, Kevin

Moore, Stewart

Morris, William

Moss, Stephen

Murphy, Rickey

Nelson, Jenna

Newkirk, Leah

Norrish, Holly

Oleaga, William

Olin, Michael

Olson, Catherine 

Ormon, Clay

Paul, Dave

Peasland, Brian

Perez, Leonard

Peterson, Duwayne

Raivala, Jim

Randall, Tanner

Raphael, Brian 

Rau, Sherwin

Reed, Ronald

Regas, Alex

Remick, Noel  

Rice, Dawn

Riegler, Michael

Riesselman, Andy

Robinson, Michelle

Rohlfs, Jr., Darrel

Roiger, Bill

Ross, Kyle 

Rowekamp, Jason

Ryan, Kathryn

Sammis, Tal

Sandburg, Nick

Schenck, Aaron

Schira, Douglas

Schletewitz, Travis

Schult, Gary  

Schultz, Jason

Segovia, Paul 

Seifermann, Shane

Setraycic, Kimberly

Sheeks, Steve

Skeie, Julie

Slack, Blane

Slater, John

Sluka, Tom

Smith, Megan 

Smith, Eric

Smith, Rob

Spain, Jim

Spurlock, Karen

Steffes, Michael

Stegall, Linson

Stroop, Wendy

Struble, Aaron 

Stuckey, Brad

Studer, Zachary

Sutton, Sheryl

Sweeney, Ryan

Tatoian, Ron

Terry, John 

Thayer, Brittany

Thomas, Tyler

Thompson, Julie

Thompson, Benjamin

Throckmartin, Ryan 

Tinnell, Clay

Towler, Chad

Trojack, Josh

Turnbull, Cameron

Twedt, Curtis

Vandiver, Paul 

Vaux, Chris

Vinson, Robert

Wagner, Darci

Walsh, Dan

Webb, Ellen

Wheeler, Kevin

White, TJ

White, Lester

Williams, Gary

Wilson, Eric

Wingate, Zachary

Young, Preston

< $25
Fuquay,Karen

Hartley, Gradie

Royer, Steve

TYPE II  
CONTRIBUTIONS
(contributions given  
directly to specific candidate 
campaigns)

Lorimer, William

Wilson, William

Bird, Bob

Copeland, Timothy

Domer, Jay

Foster, Shannon

Frerichs, Stephen

Heilig, Jr., Gary

Jakway, Douglas

James, Jon

Legleiter, Michael

Meyer, Bradley

Miiller, Ron

Powers, Kevin

Ufer, William

Mossman, Mark

Muething, James

Nauholz, Trent 

Perry, Kyle

Sahr, Michael

Deterding, Kelly

Korin, James

Donoho, Jeffrey 

CGB PAC	

Rain & Hail Insurance 
Society 	

Peachey, Sue

Thank you to all our AACI PAC Contributors to Date
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