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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

In this quarterly edition, we are highlighting the great work that AACI continues to accomplish as we wrap 

up a particularly unique and challenging year.

For the first time in AACI’s history, we held a two-day, virtual fly-in for the fall season. We are proud of 

the effort and grateful for the participation that went into making it a success. We want our members to 

continue to feel connected to the organization and to decisionmakers.

To that end, we have expanded our weekly call series to include Zoom calls with specific members of 

Congress. These calls allow for more personal interaction and conversation about the issues across the 

countryside.

We are days away from Election 2020. The AACI team will be keeping a watchful eye on the returns and 

any new developments on election night. We will be providing updates and analysis to our AACI members 

accordingly.

We hope that you and your families continue to stay safe. Please reach out to us if you have any questions 

or feedback to share.

Sincerely,

SCOTT GRAVES

President
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Call Series Update 
     

AACI IN ACTION 

In addition to the weekly call series, AACI staff have also scheduled additional Zoom video calls 

between Members of Congress and AACI members. During these video calls, small groups were able 

to interact on a more personal level and discuss issues that pertain directly to the participants’ and 

Member’s home state or district. 

Congressman 
Tom Emmer  
(R-MN) 

AACI staff helped 

coordinate a call 

between Congressman 

Tom Emmer (R-MN) 

and several employees 

of NAU Country, an 

AACI member headquartered in the Congressman’s 

district. The call participants updated Congressman 

Emmer on their business operations, complications 

resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic, and how 

the industry appreciates the necessary flexibilities 

put in place by USDA’s Risk Management Agency to 

adapt to the constantly changing social distancing 

requirements. They also discussed the current 

state of the agriculture economy, and Rep. Emmer 

provided his thoughts on how the pandemic will 

impact the future of agriculture policy. He noted 

that, despite all the problems the pandemic has 

caused, he thinks it will provide an opportunity for 

industries, such as crop insurance, to connect with 

offices that previously had no interest in agriculture. 

He added the pandemic has opened the eyes of 

some Members in urban areas to the importance of 

a safe and reliable domestic food system. 

With Rep. Emmer currently serving as Chairman of 

the National Republican Congressional Committee, 

he also touched on some of the upcoming races in 

November and his work to recruit candidates across 

the country. The conversation closed with AACI 

participants thanking Rep. Emmer for his support 

for the agriculture community in Minnesota and in 

the U.S., and the Congressman in turn expressed his 

gratitude towards the work by the crop insurance 

industry to ensure our farmers and ranchers can 

continue to operate during these unprecedented 

times.

Congressman 
Adrian Smith  
(R-NE)

At the request of the 

office of Congressman 

Adrian Smith (R-NE-3), 

AACI coordinated a call 

in August with AIP and 

agent representatives 

who live and/or do business around Rep. Smith’s 

district to update him on the state of agriculture 

and the crop insurance industry amidst the ongoing 

COVID-19 pandemic. After brief introductions by the 

AACI members, Rep. Smith gave an update on the 

current landscape in Congress, including the status 

of a future COVID-19 relief package and agriculture-

related programs such as USDA’s Coronavirus Food 

Assistance Program (CFAP) and the SBA’s Paycheck 

Protection Program (PPP). 

Following his remarks, AACI members highlighted 

some of their biggest concerns, which included 

the recent difference in boxed beef prices and fed 

cattle prices as well as the viability of the ethanol 

market. Rep. Smith was aware of both issues 

and provided insight into how Congress and the 

Administration plan to address those problems. 

Agents on the call also touched on changes made 

by USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) to give 

producers more flexibility to comply with social-

distancing requirements while they were unable 

to visit their local Farm Service Agency offices. 

However, participants also highlighted areas where 

they see opportunity for improvement, and Rep. 

Smith said his staff will gladly look into those issues 

and see if they can be addressed. In the end, Rep. 

Smith thanked the participants for the update as 

well as for their work to ensure producers receive 

the support they need to continue providing food 

and other essential products to those in need.
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 Day 1 
AACI President Scott Graves kicked off the meeting 

with an association update and answered several 

questions related to the AACI-PAC and the current 

environment in D.C. Following Scott’s comments, he 

welcomed the first speaker of the meeting, former-

Senator Heidi Heitkamp (D-ND). Sen. Heitkamp used 

her time to touch on the challenges that agriculture 

is currently experiencing as well as to talk about 

the One Country Project, which is dedicated to 

reopening the dialogue with rural communities, 

rebuilding trust and respect, and advancing an 

opportunity agenda for rural Americans. 

RMA Administrator Barbe and his staff were up  

next on the agenda and walked through the  

various updates that RMA has made because of  

COVID-19, including deferral of interest, changes  

to insurance and production reporting deadlines, 

self-certification on replant, and others.  

They also provided updates on changes to 

prevented planting, enterprise units, potential PRF 

changes, and other 2020 FCIC Board Actions. RMA 

then used the remainder of their time to answer 

various questions from AACI members.

The last speaker was Skylar Sowder, who serves as 

the agriculture staffer for Senator John Boozman. 

Skylar provided an update from the Senate 

perspective, such as what to expect with the CR 

and funding for CCC, as well as the current status of 

more COVID relief. She also touched on what can 

be expected as we move into 2021, including how 

things could change if Democrats take control and 

what the prospects are for reopening the farm bill 

prior to 2023.  

 

AACI IN ACTION 

Virtual 
   Fall Meeting
On September 30 and October 1, AACI held its virtual fall meeting where members had a chance to 

engage with current and former elected officials, RMA Administrator Barbre and his staff, congressional 

staff, and political expert David Wasserman. 

 Day 2
AACI Chairman Mike Davenport welcomed 

everyone and gave a brief overview of the schedule. 

Scott Graves then introduced Congressman Rick 

Crawford (R-AR), who provided a lay of the land 

from a Member’s perspective. Rep. Crawford 

explained how Congress needs to look at ways to 

prevent the normalization of reliance on ad hoc 

disaster payments, and at the same time, look for 

ways to improve our current farm programs to 

be able to address the problems we’ve seen in 

recent years without additional relief. He also gave 

his thoughts on reopening the farm bill next year, 

and noted that the one area that needs significant 

improvement is the stability and integrity of the food 

supply chain. 

 

The last speaker of the day was David Wasserman, 

who is House Editor of the Cook Political Report 

and recognized as one of the nation’s top election 

forecasters. Mr. Wasserman gave an in-depth 

update on the upcoming election, during which 

he touched on current polling for November, the 

difficulties of holding an election in this current 

climate, key House and Senate races, and his 

outlook for the Presidential election. In addition, 

Wasserman touched on several variables and 

how they could impact the outcome, such as the 

Supreme Court nomination, COVID response,  

mail-in ballots, and others. 

The recordings of the virtual meeting are archived at the following links:

Day	1 – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4xZFbEptvw

Day	2 – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFJtxnG-fac&t=2s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4xZFbEptvw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IFJtxnG-fac&t=2s


6     AACI IN ACTION       Q3 REPORT 2020     7

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

Early in the negotiation process, there were rumors 

that a COVID-19 relief package could be attached to 

a continuing resolution (CR), but in early September 

it was reported that Secretary of Treasury Steve 

Mnuchin and Speaker Pelosi agreed to keep the 

CR free of any COVID related provisions, giving 

Congress and the White House more time to 

negotiate the specifics of the bill. On September 21, 

Speaker Pelosi released language for her caucus’s 

CR, and to the surprise of many, the legislation 

did not include a replenishment of USDA’s 

Commodity Credit Corporation (CCC). As a result, 

House Democratic leadership received immediate 

pushback from the White House, Republicans, 

and even some of their fellow Democrats who 

wanted funding for the CCC included in the 

measure. The next day Speaker Pelosi went back 

to the negotiating table and agreed to include the 

replenishment of CCC funds along with additional 

funding for nutrition aid. In the end, the House 

passed the CR on a vote of 359-57, which includes 

$21 billion for CCC as well as $8 billion for nutrition. 

After passing in the House, the CR was sent to the 

Senate, where the upper chamber approved the bill 

on a vote of 84-10 avoiding a shutdown and keeping 

the government funded through December 11, 

2020.

Since discussion on the next round of COVID-19 

relief began, Republicans and Democrats have 

been far apart on what the package should include 

as well as the total price tag of the legislation. 

Speaker Pelosi and House Democrats have said the 

bill needs to be at least $2.2 trillion, which is less 

than the $3.4 trillion they proposed in their original 

package (HEROES Act), but Senate Republicans and 

the White House are pushing for a deal closer to 

the $1 trillion mark. On September 28, negotiations 

on a potential COVID package heated up again 

after House Democrats unveiled their “smaller” aid 

package costing $2.2 trillion, which included some 

of the ag provisions from the larger package but 

did not include the additional $16 billion in direct 

aid to all ag producers. A few days later, Secretary 

Mnuchin came back with a proposal from the 

Administration with a price tag of $1.62 trillion, which 

did include $20 billion in in direct aid to producers 

and processors. However, Democratic leadership 

was still displeased with a handful of provisions 

and the overall amount, so Speaker Pelosi brought 

her $2.2 trillion package to the House floor, which 

narrowly passed on a vote of 214-207. The bill is all 

but dead as it heads over to the GOP Senate and 

prospects for agreement coming together before 

the end of the year continue to dwindle. 

COVID-19  
              Relief Update 

CFAP Update
As of October 4, USDA had distributed over $10.2 

billion to roughly 644,000 producers through their 

Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP-1). 

According to data from USDA, the $10.2 billion 

has been distributed as follows: $4.3 billion to 

cattle, $1.76 billion to corn, $1.75 billion to dairy, 

$598 million to hogs, $509 billion to soybeans, 

$260 billion to upland cotton, and $744 million for 

specialty crops. At the state level, Iowa continues 

to be the top recipient of funds with $969 million, 

followed by Nebraska which has received $715 

million. Other states that have received over $500 

million are the following: California ($662 million), 

Texas ($630 million), Minnesota ($608 million), 

and Wisconsin ($522 million). On August 11, USDA 

announced that they would be extending the 

deadline to apply for CFAP to September 11, and 

producers with approved applications would 

receive the remaining 20% of their calculated 

payment. In the same press release, USDA also 

announced that additional commodities would be 

covered under the program. 

On September 18, USDA announced that it will 

provide up to an additional $14 billion for agricultural 

producers who continue to face market disruptions 

and associated costs because of the COVID-19 

pandemic. Sign up for the new program, known 

as CFAP-2, began on September 21 and will run 

through December 11. The $14 billion that USDA 

will be tapping into is being made available from 

the CCC and was provided through the CARES 

Act that passed back in March. According to 

USDA’s press release, CFAP-2 payments will be 

made for three categories of commodities—Price 

Trigger Commodities, Flat-rate Crops, and Sales 

Commodities—and producers can apply for the 

program at their county FSA office. There is also a 

payment limitation of $250,000 per person or entity 

for all commodities combined (some exceptions 

apply) as well as an Adjusted Gross Income 

limitation of $900,000 unless at least 75% or more 

of one’s income is derived from farming, ranching, 

or forestry-related activities. 

For more information on CFAP click here: 

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-

releases/2020/09/18/usda-provide-additional-

direct-assistance-farmers-and-ranchers

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/09/18/usda-provide-additional-direct-assistance-farmers-and-ranchers
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/09/18/usda-provide-additional-direct-assistance-farmers-and-ranchers
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2020/09/18/usda-provide-additional-direct-assistance-farmers-and-ranchers
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POLICY UPDATES

USDA UPDATES
USDA Improves Crop Insurance Policies with New Options 

July 6, 2020 — USDA’s Risk Management Agency issued a press release announcing changes to several 

crop insurance policies improving options for producers, including introducing a new Quality Loss Option, 

a new unit structure assignment option for Enterprise Units (EU) and new procedures for Multi-County 

Enterprise Units (MCEU). The full press release can be found here: https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-

Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Improves-Crop-Insurance-Policies-with-New-Options  

USDA Announces Improvements to the Livestock Gross Margin Insurance Program for 
Cattle and Swine 

July 20, 2020 – USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) issued a press release announcing changes to 

the Livestock Gross Margin (LGM) insurance program for cattle and swine beginning in the 2021 crop year. 

Changes include adding premium subsidies to assist producers and moving premium due dates to the end 

of the endorsement period for cattle. The full press release can be found here: https://www.rma.usda.gov/

en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Announces-Improvements-to-the-Livestock-

Gross-Margin--Insurance-Program-for-Cattle-and-Swine 

USDA Extends Deadlines, Defers Interest Accrual Due to COVID-19 

August 5, 2020 – USDA’s Risk Management Agency issued a press release announcing it will authorize 

Approved Insurance Providers (AIPs) to extend deadlines for premium and administrative fee payments, 

defer the resulting interest accrual and allow other flexibilities to help farmers, ranchers, and insurance 

providers due to the COVID-19 pandemic.. The full press release can be found here: https://www.rma.usda.

gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Extends-Deadlines-Defers-Interest-

Accrual-Due-to-COVID-19 

USDA Announces Changes to Emergency Haying and Grazing Provisions 

August 7, 2020 — USDA’s Farm Service Agency issued a press release announcing changes for emergency 

haying and grazing of acres enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP). This includes changes 

outlined in the 2018 Farm Bill that streamlines the authorization process for farmers and ranchers. The 

full press release can be found here: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2020/usda-

announces-changes-to-emergency-haying-and-grazing-provisions

USDA Allows Some Farmers to Hay, Graze or Crop Cover Crops Early This Year 

August 17, 2020 – USDA’s Risk Management Agency issued a press release announcing that this year 

farmers who planted cover crops on prevented plant acres in select counties in North and South Dakota 

will be permitted to hay, graze or chop those fields beginning Sept. 1 rather than Nov. 1. The change is 

being made because of excessive moisture and flooding in 42 counties in the two states. The full press 

release and list of counties can be found here: https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-

Releases/2020-News/USDA-Allows-Some-Farmers-to-Hay-Graze-or-Chop-Cover-Crops-Early-This-Year

USDA Works with Stakeholders to Improve Prevent Plant Coverage 

August 19, 2020 – USDA’s Risk Management Agency issued a press release announcing it will make several 

improvements to Federal crop insurance prevented planting coverage. RMA will implement these changes 

for most spring crops with prevented planting coverage, starting in the 2021 crop year, and for all crops with 

preventing plant coverage, starting in the 2022 crop year. The full press release can be found here: https://

www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Works-with-Stakeholders-

to-Improve-Prevented-Planting-Coverage

USDA Announces Increased Subsidies and Other Improvements to the Livestock Risk 
Protection Insurance Program 

September 14, 2020 – USDA’s Risk Management Agency issued a press release announcing it is increasing 

premium subsidies and will make other improvements to the Livestock Risk Protection (LRP) plan of 

insurance for feeder cattle, fed cattle, and swine starting with the 2021 crop year. The increased premium 

subsidy is retroactive to the beginning of the 2021 crop year and is based on the coverage selected by the 

livestock producer. RMA will implement the other improvements later this year. The full press release can 

be found here: https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-

Announces-Increased-Subsidies-and-Other-Improvements-to-the-LRP-Program 

USDA Announces Whole-Farm Revenue Protection Program Improvements 

September 16, 2020 – USDA’s Risk Management Agency announced modifications to the Whole-Farm 

Revenue Protection (WFRP) program to decrease paperwork and recordkeeping burdens for direct 

marketers beginning with the 2021 crop year. The full press release can be found here: https://www.rma.

usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Announces-Whole-Farm-Revenue-

Protection-Program-Improvements 

USDA Seeks Public Comment on Recommendations for PRF-RI Crop Insurance Program 

September 21, 2020 – USDA’s Risk Management Agency issued a press release announcing it is seeking 

public comments on recommended improvements to the Pasture, Rangeland, Forage (PRF) Rainfall Index 

Crop Insurance Program by November 5, 2020. RMA contracted for an independent evaluation of the PRF 

program to determine its effectiveness as a risk management tool for livestock producers. The full press 

release can be found here: https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-

News/USDA-Seeks-Comments-on-Recs-for-PRF-Rainfall-Index-Crop-Insurance-Prog 

USDA Announces New Federal Crop Insurance Corporation Board Members

September 28, 2020 – USDA’s Risk Management Agency announced that four new members were selected 

for the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC) Board of Directors. Nicole Nerg, Kenneth Selzer, Scott 

Silveus and Pat Swanson will serve four-year terms starting November 2020. The full press release can 

be found here: https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-

Announces-New-Federal-Crop-Insurance-Corporation-Board-Members

https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Improves-Crop-Insurance-Policies-with-New-Options
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Improves-Crop-Insurance-Policies-with-New-Options
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Announces-Improvements-to-the-Livestock-Gross-Margin--Insurance-Program-for-Cattle-and-Swine
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Announces-Improvements-to-the-Livestock-Gross-Margin--Insurance-Program-for-Cattle-and-Swine
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Announces-Improvements-to-the-Livestock-Gross-Margin--Insurance-Program-for-Cattle-and-Swine
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Extends-Deadlines-Defers-Interest-Accrual-Due-to-COVID-19
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Extends-Deadlines-Defers-Interest-Accrual-Due-to-COVID-19
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Extends-Deadlines-Defers-Interest-Accrual-Due-to-COVID-19
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2020/usda-announces-changes-to-emergency-haying-and-grazing-provisions
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2020/usda-announces-changes-to-emergency-haying-and-grazing-provisions
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Allows-Some-Farmers-to-Hay-Graze-or-Chop-Cover-Crops-Early-This-Year
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Allows-Some-Farmers-to-Hay-Graze-or-Chop-Cover-Crops-Early-This-Year
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Works-with-Stakeholders-to-Improve-Prevented-Planting-Coverage
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Works-with-Stakeholders-to-Improve-Prevented-Planting-Coverage
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Works-with-Stakeholders-to-Improve-Prevented-Planting-Coverage
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Announces-Increased-Subsidies-and-Other-Improvements-to-the-LRP-Program
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Announces-Increased-Subsidies-and-Other-Improvements-to-the-LRP-Program
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Announces-Whole-Farm-Revenue-Protection-Program-Improvements
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Announces-Whole-Farm-Revenue-Protection-Program-Improvements
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Announces-Whole-Farm-Revenue-Protection-Program-Improvements
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Seeks-Comments-on-Recs-for-PRF-Rainfall-Index-Crop-Insurance-Prog
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Seeks-Comments-on-Recs-for-PRF-Rainfall-Index-Crop-Insurance-Prog
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Announces-New-Federal-Crop-Insurance-Corporation-Board-Members
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2020-News/USDA-Announces-New-Federal-Crop-Insurance-Corporation-Board-Members
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Elected: 2010 

Committees: Agriculture; Armed Services 

Leadership: Ranking Member of the Commodity 

Exchanges, Energy & Credit Subcommittee;  

Co-Chair of the Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus 

Agriculture is the largest and oldest industry in 

the state of Georgia, and the 8th Congressional 

District is no exception. Middle and South Georgia 

are blessed with some of the most fertile soil and 

technologically advanced agricultural operations 

in the United States. As a member of the House 

Committee on Agriculture, I work tirelessly to 

advocate on behalf of our ranchers and farmers 

in rural America. Promoting successful agriculture 

production is not only critical to the Eighth District of 

Georgia, but also to the United States and the rest 

of the world. 

America’s farmers are resilient when faced with 

challenges from natural disasters like Hurricane 

Michael, unfair trade practices from other countries, 

and market disruptions from pandemics but they 

need the tools to help them get back on their feet 

when times are tough. When we talk about the 

long-term impact of COVID-19 on our national 

economy, we cannot forget the negative effects 

it will have on our food supply chain. That is why 

I am continually working to strengthen the farm 

safety net by authoring legislation like H.R. 6728 

which increases USDA’s ability to implement 

and maintain critical farm bill programs and farm 

assistance programs like CFAP and MFP by raising 

the Commodity Credit Corporation’s borrowing 

authority. 

I’m thankful for the crop insurance industry and 

AACI for their continued commitment to advocate 

for the needs of rural America and I look forward to 

working with them as we find new ways to help our 

farmers clothe, feed, and power the world.   

Elected: 2016 

Committees: Armed Services; Transportation  

& Infrastructure; Agriculture 

Leadership: Vice Chair, Committee on 

Transportation & Infrastructure 

The strength of our Central Coast economy is tied 

to the success of our agriculture industry. At $2.54 

billion, the 24th District of California is the 3rd-

highest crop producing congressional district in 

California, and the 15th-highest in the country.

As incessant wildfires and COVID-19 challenge 

our growers and crop insurers, reliable risk-

management programs for our farmers are more 

important than ever. I am glad Congress was able to 

secure funding for the Coronavirus Food Assistance 

Program (CFAP), which has helped our farmers 

and ranchers continue to sustain our agricultural 

economy and to provide food for our nation.

Growing up in a farmworker family, I know the 

hard work that goes into putting food on the table. 

That is why I’m proud to be part of the successful 

bipartisan collaboration to pass the Farm Workforce 

Modernization Act to meet the needs of our farmers 

and ranchers. I also co-led an effort requesting 

Congressional leadership provide support and 

protections for farmworkers in future coronavirus 

relief packages.

  

CAUCUS CONNECTION

Rep. Austin Scott  
(R-GA-8)  

Rep. Salud Carbajal  
(D-CA-24)  

Connecting with Congressional  
   Crop Insurance Caucus Members
We are continuing our series in this quarterly edition to learn more about our Congressional Crop Insurance 

Caucus members. There are more than 35 members and the caucus continues to grow since its launch in 2019. 
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AACI MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Scott Silveus of Silveus Insurance Group, Inc. 

has been selected by the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture’s (USDA) Risk Management Agency 

(RMA) to serve on the Federal Crop Insurance 

Corporation (FCIC) Board of Directors. The FCIC 

board oversees the Federal crop insurance 

program, managed by RMA. 

Silveus has been a crop insurance agent with 

Silveus Insurance Group, Inc. for 30 years in Indiana. 

During that time, Silveus has worked with producers 

from around the country, including apple growers in 

Michigan, rice growers in Arkansas, wheat growers 

in Kansas and cotton growers in Texas. Silveus has 

collaborated with RMA for years and has been 

instrumental in the development of many Federal 

and private crop insurance products, including 

PRF, Margin Protection, ARP and Price Flex. Scott 

is currently a Board Member at Lakeland Christian 

Academy and is on the Board of Trustees at Grace 

College.

The Federal Crop Insurance Act requires that non-

USDA FCIC board members represent core groups 

involved in managing farm risk. This includes four 

producers, at least one of whom is a specialty crop 

producer; one individual involved in insurance (often 

an agent); and one individual knowledgeable about 

reinsurance or regulation. The Act also requires 

that the four producer board members come from 

diverse geographic areas and represent a cross-

section of agricultural commodities.

Silveus begins his four-year term in November 2020. 

Scott Silveus 
Silveus Insurance Group, Inc.
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PAC UPDATE

PAC CHAMPION
$5,000 
Carothers, Dan

Rain & Hail Insurance 
Society PAC 

PAC TRAILBLAZER
$1,500 - $2,499
Carothers, Douglas

Gaynier, Mike

PAC PIONEER:
$500 - $1,499
Allison, Mark

Arnold, Scott

Atkinson, Jordan

Backer, Adam 

Baumgart, Jeffrey

Bird, Daniel

Bird, Robert

Copeland, Tim

Domer, Jay

Erb, Benjamin

Gonzales, Craig

Goodman, Andrew

Grimsley, Gene

Gugat, Brian

Hall, Hunter

Heilig, Gary 

Jakway, Douglas

James, Jon

Janicek, Kenneth

Jensen, Jared

Klein, Matthew

Legleiter, Michael

Love, Kale

Meyer, Brad

Meyer, Jeffry

Morrison, Rich

Norrish, Scott

Pearson, William

Perry, Kyle

Powers, Kevin 

Rieger, Mark

Schuler, Dave

Strickland, Dennis

Svingen, Kevin

Thomas, Randy

Twomey, Robert

Ufer, William

Weaver, Shane

Wienstroer, John

PAC PATRON
$250 - $499
Altfillisch, Scott

Armistead, Jimmy 

Bafia, Joseph

Bhangoo, Guri

Broadhurst, Jordan 

Burghduff, Cliff

Byrd, Chad

Connealy, Donald

Covalt, Dallas

Creamer, Ryan

Currie, Mark

Darling, Brad

Davis, Brian

Dicke, Hank

Downing, Troy

Emerson, Teresa

Fink, Brad

Fransen, Shari

Frelich, Steve

Funk, Mark

Goteti, Gopalakrishna

Graunke, Lucas

Hedrick, Brooke

Hefner, Russell

Hinders, Randy

Hoffman, Joe

Hyland, Zach

Isakson, Clint

Jackson, Shane

Kafer, Jeff

Landsburg, Allison

Lassey, Paul 

Leibbrand, Richard

Long, Brian

Lung, Ted

Maus, Brock

McGrath, Phillip

Medley, Michael

Munoz, Kristina

Nedved, Monica

Olson, Howard

Paulsen, Brent 

Perry, Dale

Rue, Mason

Savage, Kent

Schmode, Anthony

Seguin, Kim

Sisk, Kyle

Skadberg, Matt

Smith, Michael

Stoneman, David

Sumner, Watt

Tinnell, Clay

Treimer, Kerry 

Van Weelden, Andrew

Wagener, Gloria

Wigham, Tammy

PAC SUSTAINER
$25 - $249
Aguirre, Arcadio

Alexander, Zach

Anderson, Levi 

Andreas, Kent

Arguelles, Josh

Axtman, Steve

Bailey, Larry

Baldwin, David 

Ball, Katherine

Barclay, Randy

Bartling, Brad

Bean, Russell

Beaver, Kelsey 

Bendorf, Ivan

Berens, Tom

Beutz, Lynn

Bills, Kenneth

Bills, Kenneth

Bliss, Lori

Bogan, Ricky

Boone, Brandon

Bradfute, Bo 

Bramwell, Dan

Bunting, Naomi

Cardenas, Melissa

Carr, John

Carson, Makenzie

Chase, Noah

Chase, Jason

Chisholm, William

Christianson, Holly

Clark, Kevin

Clouse, Jane

Collins, Chris

Collins, Bridgette

Connelly, Nancy

Cook, Matt

Cook, Steven

Corbett, Kellen

Cormany, Brittany

Cunningham, Carolyn

Dail, Steve

Davis, Anthony 

Dove, Elizabeth

Duletski, Jessica

Eimer, Larry

Emerson, Heidi

Faber, Dan 

Fiske, Daniel

Flemmer, Lynn

Franz, Tim

Frazier, Austin

Fridgen, Toni

Gargulak, Mark

Garispe, Daniel

Garrison, Vickie

Gilbreath, Lynda

Gordon, Jennifer

Green, Steven

Gruner, Bradley

Hahn, Annette

Hamel, Megan 

Hamstra, Kurt

Hanson, Michael

Hartley, Gradie

Henrich, William

Hoffman, Jeffery

Horky, Ryan

Huckert, Anissa

Hudson, Rebecca

Hug, Nancy

Hunt, Dan

Inman, Jill

Jackson, Sharlyn

Jamison, Bill

Jankowski, Matthew

Jensen, Brenda 

Jensen, Brenda 

Joachim, Susan

Jobman, Steven

Johnson, Alexis 

Johnson, Danelle

Johnson, Travis

Johnson, Danelle

Jones, Ryan

Junk, Gregory 

Kalb, Jodi

Kegley, Mike

Keller, Paul

Kerber, Cory 

Kesner, Cherise

Klaus, Amy

Knipp, Brian

Koebel, Angie

Koester, Jason

Krause, Carole

Krultz, Adam 

Kunshek, Bill

Lamb, Thomas 

Lang-Weborg, Jean

Lekstrom, Cheryl

Lewis, Tish

Lewis , William

Lewsader, Nathan

Litwiller, Kirk

Loff, Bryan

Long, Angela

Look, Kathy

Marshall, Allyson

Martin, Megan

Mathis, Ronnie

McDaniel, Jim

McHenry, Robert

McMartin, John

Medley, Michael

Meeker, Christopher

Meyer, Jared

Meyer, Glen

Michels, Jan 

Miller, Jeff

Mizell, Alex

Moe, Christopher

Moen, Tami

Montelauro, Kevin

Moore, Stewart

Morris, William

Moss, Stephen

Murphy, Rickey

Nelson, Jenna

Ness, Troy

Newkirk, Leah

Norrish, Holly

Oleaga, William

Olin, Michael

Olson, Catherine 

Ormon, Clay

Otto, James

Paul, Dave

Peasland, Brian

Perez, Leonard

Peterson, Duwayne

Raivala, Jim

Randall, Tanner

Raphael, Brian 

Rau, Sherwin

Reed, Ronald

Regas, Alex

Remick, Noel 

Rice, Dawn

Riegler, Michael

Riesselman, Andy

Robinson, Michelle

Rohlfs, Jr., Darrel

Roiger, Bill

Rosenthal, Mitch

Ross, Kyle 

Rowekamp, Jason

Ryan, Kathryn

Sammis, Tal

Sandburg, Nick

Schenck, Aaron

Schira, Douglas

Schletewitz, Travis

Schult, Gary 

Schultz, Jason

Segovia, Paul 

Seifermann, Shane

Setraycic, Kimberly

Sheeks, Steve

Skeie, Julie

Slack, Blane

Slater, John

Sluka, Tom

Smith, Eric

Smith, Megan 

Smith, Rob

Spain, Jim

Spurlock, Karen

Steffes, Michael

Stegall, Linson

Stroop, Wendy

Struble, Aaron 

Stuckey, Brad

Studer, Zachary

Sutton, Sheryl

Sweeney, Ryan

Tatoian, Ron

Taubert, Dennis

Terry, John 

Thayer, Brittany

Thomas, Tyler

Thompson, Julie

Thompson, Benjamin

Throckmartin, Ryan 

Towler, Chad

Trojack, Josh

Turnbull, Cameron

Twedt, Curtis

Vandiver, Paul 

Vaux, Chris

Verdun, Robert

Vinson, Robert

Wagner, Darci

Walsh, Dan

Waters, Missy

Webb, Ellen

Webb, Kimberly

Weihs, Kathe

Wheeler, Kevin

White, Lester

White, TJ

Williams, Gary

Wilson, Eric

Wingate, Zachary

Young, Preston

< $25
Fuquay, Karen

Hartley, Gradie

Hulker, Jacob

Larson, Tyler

Royer, Steve

TYPE II  
CONTRIBUTIONS
(contributions given  
directly to specific candidate 
campaigns)

Lorimer, William

Wilson, William

Bird, Bob

Copeland, Timothy

Domer, Jay

Foster, Shannon

Frerichs, Stephen

Heilig, Jr., Gary

Jakway, Douglas

James, Jon

Legleiter, Michael

Meyer, Bradley

Miiller, Ron

Powers, Kevin

Ufer, William

Mossman, Mark

Klein , Matthew 

Muething, James

Nauholz, Trent 

Perry , Dale

Perry, Kyle

Sahr, Michael

Deterding, Kelly

Korin, James

Donoho, Jeffrey 

CGB PAC

Rain & Hail Insurance 
Society 

Peachey, Sue

Thank you to all our AACI PAC Contributors to Date (As of 9/30/20)
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