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Despite the lingering effects of the pandemic, AACI continues to move forward with ways to stay engage 

with both our members and policymakers in Washington. We are keeping up with the latest developments 

on legislation and regulations that could have an impact on crop insurance and the farmers and ranchers 

who depend on this vital tool.

This edition highlights some of our recent activity such as our first virtual spring fly-in where we visited with 

new USDA officials, agriculture committee leadership, and other members of Congress to advance support 

for crop insurance.

During the fly-in, we were also able to launch the first course of our inaugural leadership development 

program, Seeding the Future. Twelve leadership class participants learned more about the history of the 

federal crop insurance program and the AACI organization.

We are also showcasing the new leadership at the House and Senate Agriculture Committees with 

submitted profiles from the four principals.

We want to thank you for your continued support and participation in AACI. Your efforts and involvement 

make the difference.

SCOTT GRAVES

President
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AACI IN ACTION

Virtual Spring Fly-In Seeding the Future Inaugural 
Class Completed First Course

Over the month of May, AACI members completed 

the association’s first ever virtual fly-in and met with 

USDA officials and Members of both the House and 

Senate Agriculture Committees. 

During the first day, RMA Acting Administrator 

Richard Flournoy and his staff provided an update 

on the agency’s work and expectations for the 

upcoming year. RMA staff also answered several 

questions from AACI members and offered to 

follow up with additional information. 

The next day AACI heard from two members of the 

House Agriculture Committee, Ranking Member 

Glenn ‘GT’ Thompson (R-PA) and Subcommittee 

Chairwoman Cheri Bustos (D-IL). Both Members 

expressed their strong support for the federal crop 

insurance program and the need to educate new 

members about the importance of the program 

to their state and/or district. They also shed some 

light on their personal priorities, which overlapped 

in areas such as the need for better broadband in 

rural areas.

To close out the first week, members had an 

opportunity to meet with Gloria Montano Greene, 

the newly appointed Deputy Under Secretary for 

Farm Production and Conservation (FPAC). Deputy 

Under Secretary Greene provided an outline of 

FPAC’s priorities under a Biden Administration, 

but noted that the President’s nominee for FPAC 

First, the group heard from Dr. Bart Fischer, who 

currently serves as Co-Director of the Agricultural 

& Food Policy Center at Texas A&M University.  

Prior to Texas A&M, Dr. Fischer worked on Capitol 

Hill as the House Agriculture Committee’s chief 

economist and deputy staff director. Dr. Fischer 

walked AACI’s leadership class through the history 

of the federal crop insurance program, beginning 

with its inception in the 1930s all the way to current 

times. During this, he highlighted some of the 

major changes that occurred during several farm 

bills and other legislative measures and provided 

context as to why those changes were made. He 

also touched on his personal experience working 

with the industry during his time on the Hill to push 

back against attacks on crop insurance and other 

aspects of agriculture policy.   

Under Secretary, Robert Bonnie, will have the final 

decision. In addition to her updates, Ms. Greene 

also fielded several questions and said she would 

pass along specific information to the appropriate 

people at USDA. 

Over weeks two and three of the virtual fly-in, AACI 

staff set up meetings with nearly every Senate 

member (or their staff) who sits on the Senate 

Agriculture Committee. AACI members used their 

time in these meetings to discuss the importance 

of the federal crop insurance program and answer 

any questions from Senators and their staff. 

Some of the notable Senators that AACI met with 

include Senator John Hoeven (R-ND), Senators 

Joni Ernst (R-IA) and Chuck Grassley (R-IA), Senator 

Roger Marshall (R-KS), Senator John Thune (R-

SD), and Senator Mike Braun (R-IN). In addition to 

those, AACI also met with both the Majority and 

Minority staff on the Senate Agriculture Committee, 

as well as with the staff of several newly elected 

members, such as Senators Ralph Warnock (D-GA) 

and Tommy Tuberville (R-AL). In the end, AACI 

members and staff had successful meetings with 

21 out of the 22 offices on the Senate Agriculture 

Committee. 

If you have interest in participating in future AACI 

fly-ins, please contact Matt Valesko (matt@

conawaygraves.com). 

Following Dr. Fischer’s presentation, the leadership 

class heard from three individuals who held 

positions as AACI staffers dating back to the 

association’s early days in the 1980s. Each of 

these individuals provided some insight regarding 

the specific role that AACI played in terms of 

the development of the federal crop insurance 

program. They also gave an overview regarding 

how the association has changed over the years, 

as well as what steps were taken to improve and 

enhance AACI, such as adding the agent/agency 

membership division. They also spoke about the 

AACI-PAC and how it became one of AACI’s most 

critical tools to ensure there is support for the 

federal crop insurance program among Members 

of Congress and their staff. 

AACI plans to hold the second course of their 

leadership development program later this fall 

in Washington, DC. In course two, participants 

will learn about policy development and 

implementation through legislative and executive 

branch decision-makers as well as other leaders of 

agricultural and conservation organizations. Those 

interested in learning more about AACI’s leadership 

program can contact Matt Valesko (matt@

conawaygraves.com). 

Over the month of May, AACI members completed the association’s first ever virtual  

fly-in and met with USDA officials and Members of both the House and Senate Agriculture 

Committees. As part of AACI’s virtual spring fly-in, AACI held the first course of their inaugural leadership 

development program, Seeding the Future. As part of the first course, which is titled History 

& Mission, the 12 leadership class participants heard from several speakers to understand 

the history of the federal crop insurance program and AACI.
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POLICY UPDATE

RMA Improves Livestock Crop Insurance Policies with New Options

April 28, 2021 — USDA announced that it is updating livestock insurance policies to improve options for 

producers and to create additional opportunities for producers to participate. RMA’s updates to the Dairy 

Revenue Protection (DRP) and Livestock Gross Margin (LGM) policies will be effective for the 2022 and 

succeeding crop years. 

Updates to DRP

DRP has been RMA’s most successful livestock product. In just its second year, it covered about 30% of milk 

production. It provided critical protection against unexpected decreases in prices, due to COVID and other 

causes, paying around $478 million to dairy producers. The changes for the 2022 crop year include:

•  Ensuring the Class Pricing Option remains available for purchase even when either the Class III or Class IV 

milk price is not published.

•  Relaxing records requirements by allowing monthly total pounds of milk and milk components (butterfat 

and protein) to be acceptable records instead of daily.

•  Modifying weekend sales period to end on Sunday at 9 a.m. Central Time.

Updates to LGM

LGM is available for cattle, dairy, and swine producers and provides protection against loss of gross margin 

(market value of livestock minus feed costs). The LGM programs have also seen an increase in participation 

over the last year. The total insured livestock and livestock products increased approximately 103% from 

2019 to 2020. The changes for the 2022 crop year include allowing producers to purchase coverage on a 

weekly basis instead of monthly, which will allow producers to be more effective at managing the risks to 

their operations.

Link: https://www.rma.usda.gov/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/USDA-Improves-

Livestock-Crop-Insurance-Policies-with-New-Options 

Producers with Crop Insurance to Receive Premium Benefit for Cover Crops

June 1, 2021 — Agricultural producers who have coverage under most crop insurance policies are eligible 

for a premium benefit from the USDA if they planted cover crops during this crop year. The Pandemic Cover 

Crop Program (PCCP), offered nationally by USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA), helps farmers maintain 

their cover crop systems, despite the financial challenges posed by the pandemic.

About the Premium Benefit

PCCP provides premium support to producers who insured their spring crop with most insurance policies 

and planted a qualifying cover crop during the 2021 crop year. The premium support is $5 per acre, but no 

more than the full premium owed. All cover crops reportable to FSA are eligible and include cereals and 

other grasses, legumes, brassicas and other non-legume broadleaves, and mixtures of two or more cover 

crop species planted at the same time.

Link: https://www.rma.usda.gov/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/Producers-with-Crop-

Insurance-to-Receive-Premium-Benefit-for-Cover-Crops 

USDA UPDATES

https://www.rma.usda.gov/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/USDA-Improves-Livestock-Crop-Insurance-Policies-with-New-Options
https://www.rma.usda.gov/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/USDA-Improves-Livestock-Crop-Insurance-Policies-with-New-Options
https://www.rma.usda.gov/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/Producers-with-Crop-Insurance-to-Receive-Premium-Benefit-for-Cover-Crops
https://www.rma.usda.gov/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/Producers-with-Crop-Insurance-to-Receive-Premium-Benefit-for-Cover-Crops
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USDA Expands and Renews Conservation Reserve Program in Effort to Boost 
Enrollment and Address Climate Change

April 21, 2021 — Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that USDA will open enrollment in the 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) with higher payment rates, new incentives, and a more targeted 

focus on the program’s role in climate change mitigation. Additionally, USDA is announcing investments 

in partnerships to increase climate-smart agriculture, including $330 million in 85 Regional Conservation 

Partnership Program (RCPP) projects and $25 million for On-Farm Conservation Innovation Trials. Secretary 

Vilsack made the announcement today at the White House National Climate Task Force meeting to 

demonstrate USDA’s commitment to putting American agriculture and forestry at the center of climate-

smart solutions to address climate change.

Link: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2021/usda-expands-and-renews-conservation-

reserve-program-in-effort-to-boost-enrollment-and-address-climate-change 

In Historic Move, USDA to Begin Loan Payments to Socially Disadvantaged Borrowers 
under American Rescue Plan Act Section 1005

May 21, 2021 — The FSA today published the first notice of funding availability (NOFA) announcing loan 

payments for eligible borrowers with qualifying direct farm loans under the American Rescue Plan Act 

Section 1005. The official NOFA will be published in the Federal Register and USDA expects payments 

to begin in early June and continue on a rolling basis. A subsequent notice addressing guaranteed 

loan balances and direct loans that no longer have collateral and have been previously referred to the 

Department of Treasury for debt collection for offset, will be published within 120 days.

Link: https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/05/21/historic-move-usda-begin-loan-payments-

socially-disadvantaged 

USDA to Invest More Than $4 Billion to Strengthen Food System

June 8, 2021 — Citing lessons learned from the COVID-19 pandemic and recent supply chain disruptions, 

the USDA announced plans to invest more than $4 billion to strengthen critical supply chains through the 

Build Back Better initiative. The new effort will strengthen the food system, create new market opportunities, 

tackle the climate crisis, help communities that have been left behind, and support good-paying jobs 

throughout the supply chain. Today’s announcement supports the Biden Administration’s broader work on 

strengthening the resilience of critical supply chains as directed by Executive Order 14017 America’s Supply 

Chains. Funding is provided by the American Rescue Plan Act and earlier pandemic assistance such as the 

Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021.

Link: https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/06/08/usda-invest-more-4-billion-strengthen-

food-system 

USDA to Begin Payments for Producers Impacted by 2018 and 2019 Natural Disasters

June 11, 2021 — More than $1 billion in payments will be released over the next several weeks starting June 

15 for agricultural producers with approved applications for the Quality Loss Adjustment (QLA) Program and 

for producers who have already received payments through the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program 

Plus (WHIP+). These USDA programs provide disaster assistance to producers who suffered losses to 2018 

and 2019 natural disasters. All producers receiving QLA Program and WHIP+ payments are required to 

purchase federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage for the 

next two available crop years at the 60% coverage level or higher. 

Link: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2021/usda-to-begin-payments-producers-

impacted-by-2018-and-2019-natural-disasters 

USDA Announces Dates for Conservation Reserve Program General and Grasslands 
Signups

June 14, 2021 — The USDA has set a July 23, 2021, deadline for agricultural producers and landowners to 

apply for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) General signup 56. Additionally, USDA’s Farm Service 

Agency (FSA) will accept applications for CRP Grasslands from July 12 to August 20. This year, USDA updated 

both signup options to provide greater incentives for producers and increase its conservation benefits, 

including reducing the impacts of climate change. Both signups are competitive and will provide for annual 

rental payments for land devoted to conservation purposes.

Link: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2021/usda-announces-dates-for-conservation-

reserve-program-general-and-grasslands-signups 

USDA Announces Additional Aid to Ag Producers and Businesses in Pandemic 
Assistance for Producers Initiative

June 15, 2021 — Secretary Tom Vilsack announced additional aid to agricultural producers and businesses 

as part of the USDA Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative. Earlier this year, Secretary Vilsack 

announced plans to use available pandemic assistance funds to address a number of gaps and disparities 

in previous rounds of aid. As part of the Pandemic Assistance initiative announced in March, USDA pledged 

to continue Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) payments and to provide aid to producers and 

businesses left behind. Implementation of the assistance announced today will continue within 60 days to 

include support to timber harvesters, biofuels, dairy farmers and processors, livestock farmers and contract 

growers of poultry, assistance for organic cost share, and grants for PPE.

Link: https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/06/15/usda-announces-additional-aid-ag-

producers-and-businesses-pandemic 
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https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/05/21/historic-move-usda-begin-loan-payments-socially-disadvantage
https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/06/08/usda-invest-more-4-billion-strengthen-food-system
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https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2021/farm-service-agency-now-accepting-nominations-for-county-committee-members
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USDA Publishes Federal Register Notice for Public Input on Racial Justice and Equity

June 16, 2021 — The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) published a Federal Register Notice requesting 

public input on its efforts to advance racial justice and equity across the Department. The Notice represents 

an important step towards implementing President Biden’s Executive Order on Advancing Racial Equity 

and Support for Underserved Communities Through the Federal Government (EO). The information 

gained through this Notice and public listening sessions will aid in identifying barriers that people of color, 

underserved communities, and others may face in obtaining information on USDA programs and services, 

engaging with USDA staff, and accessing, enrolling, and participating in programs and services including 

USDA grant, loan, and other financial assistance programs.

Link: https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/06/16/usda-publishes-federal-register-notice-

public-input-racial-justice 

USDA Reminds Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports

June 16, 2021 — Agricultural producers who have not yet completed their crop acreage reports after 

planting should make an appointment with their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office before the 

applicable deadline. July 15 is a major deadline for most crops, but acreage reporting deadlines vary by 

county and by crop. An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. 

Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage and 

prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits. To file a crop acreage report, you will need 

to provide: Crop and crop type or variety; Intended use of the crop; Number of acres of the crop; Map with 

approximate boundaries for the crop; Planting date(s); Planting pattern, when applicable; Producer shares; 

Irrigation practice(s); Acreage revented from planting, when applicable; and other information as required.

Link: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2021/usda-reminds-producers-to-file-crop-

acreage-reports?cs-from=87049401-a559-48a5-b224-f96381498a85 

Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for County Committee Members

June 22, 2021 — USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) began accepting nominations for county committee 

members on June 15. Elections will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for these members who 

make important decisions about how federal farm programs are administered locally. All nomination forms 

for the 2021 election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 2, 2021. Producers who 

participate or cooperate in a USDA program, and reside in the LAA that is up for election this year, may be 

nominated for candidacy for the county committee. Individuals may nominate themselves or others and 

qualifying organizations may also nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, women and 

beginning farmers or ranchers to nominate, vote, and hold office.

Link: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2021/farm-service-agency-now-accepting-

nominations-for-county-committee-members 

RMA Strengthens Insurance Policies Including Dry Beans, Dry Peas and Wheat

June 30, 2021 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is making improvements to crop insurance 

to better enable agricultural producers to manage risk on their operations.  Specifically, USDA’s Risk 

Management Agency (RMA) is adding new options for producers of dry beans, dry peas, and small grains, 

such as wheat, as well as making other adjustments that make crop insurance more accessible for organic 

producers and veteran farm families.

RMA is accepting comments for 60 days each on these changes on all three rules: Dry Beans and Dry Peas, 

Small Grains, and ARPI Regulations and CCIP Basic Provisions.  Additionally, on the Small Grains Regulation, 

RMA is inviting comments on whether to allow replanting payments in situations where damage occurs 

prior to the fall final planting date in counties where winter and spring small grains coverage is available.  

Comments can be made through regulations.gov or by mail.

Link: https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/RMA-Strengthens-

Insurance-Policies-Including-Dry-Beans-Dry-Peas-and-Wheat

Producers Can Now Hay, Graze and Chop Cover Crops Anytime and Still Receive Full 
Prevented Planting Payment

July 6, 2021 – Agricultural producers with crop insurance can hay, graze or chop cover crops for silage, 

haylage or baleage at any time and still receive 100% of the prevented planting payment. Previously, 

cover crops could only be hayed, grazed or chopped after November 1, otherwise the prevented planting 

payment was reduced by 65%. 

RMA added this flexibility as part of a broader effort to encourage producers to use cover crops, an 

important conservation and good farming practice. Cover crops are especially important on fields prevented 

from planting as they help reduce soil erosion and boost soil health.

RMA recognizes that cover crops are not planted as an agricultural commodity but rather with the primary 

purpose for conservation benefits.  For the 2021 crop year and beyond, RMA will not consider a cover crop 

planted following a prevented planting claim to be a second crop. But RMA will continue to consider a cover 

crop harvested for grain or seed to be a second crop, and it remains subject to a reduction in the prevented 

planting indemnity in accordance with the policy.

Link: https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/Producers-Can-Now-

Hay-Graze-and-Chop-Cover-Crops-and-Still-Receive-Full-Prevented-Planting-Paymnt

RMA Authorizes Emergency Procedures to Help Drought-Impacted Producers

July 13, 2021 – USDA announced that they are authorizing emergency procedures to help agricultural 

producers impacted by extreme drought conditions.  USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) is working 

with crop insurance companies to streamline and accelerate the adjustment of losses and issuance 

of indemnity payments to crop insurance policyholders in impacted areas.  These new crop insurance 

flexibilities are part of USDA’s broader response to help producers impacted by drought, in the West, 

Northern Great Plains, Caribbean and other areas. 

Emergency procedures allow insurance companies to accept delayed notices of loss in certain situations, 

streamline paperwork, and reduce the number of required representative samples when damage is 

consistent. These flexibilities will reduce burdens on both insurance companies and producers to help 

mitigate drought effects.

Link: https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/RMA-Authorizes-

Emergency-Procedures-to-Help-Drought-Impacted-Producers

https://www.usda.gov/media/press-releases/2021/06/16/usda-publishes-federal-register-notice-public-input-racial-justice
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https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2021/usda-reminds-producers-to-file-crop-acreage-reports?cs-from=87049401-a559-48a5-b224-f96381498a85
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2021/usda-reminds-producers-to-file-crop-acreage-reports?cs-from=87049401-a559-48a5-b224-f96381498a85
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2021/farm-service-agency-now-accepting-nominations-for-county-committee-members
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2021/farm-service-agency-now-accepting-nominations-for-county-committee-members
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/RMA-Strengthens-Insurance-Policies-Including-Dry-Beans-Dry-Peas-and-Wheat
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/RMA-Strengthens-Insurance-Policies-Including-Dry-Beans-Dry-Peas-and-Wheat
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/Producers-Can-Now-Hay-Graze-and-Chop-Cover-Crops-and-Still-Receive-Full-Prevented-Planting-Paymnt
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/Producers-Can-Now-Hay-Graze-and-Chop-Cover-Crops-and-Still-Receive-Full-Prevented-Planting-Paymnt
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/RMA-Authorizes-Emergency-Procedures-to-Help-Drought-Impacted-Producers
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/News-Room/Press/Press-Releases/2021-News/RMA-Authorizes-Emergency-Procedures-to-Help-Drought-Impacted-Producers
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Rep. Glenn “GT” Thompson

Elected: U.S. House of Representatives in 2009

Leadership: Ranking Member of the House Committee on Agriculture

Other Committees: Education and Labor

Our farmers, ranchers, and growers are the foundation of this great nation, and they play an essential role in 

the lives of everyday Americans. In Pennsylvania, agriculture is the number one industry and plays a key role 

in economic development throughout the 15th District and the broader Commonwealth.

As a descendant of a long line of dairy farmers and a lifelong resident of a small town in rural Central 

Pennsylvania, I am proud to serve as the Republican Leader of the House Agriculture Committee.

Farm families are facing a number of challenges and it is important that we keep them at the top of our 

minds and ensure our country has safe and affordable food supply.

To that end, crop insurance is a key to their success, and it is one of the best examples of a public-private 

partnership. When disasters strike, farmers need reliable assistance and there is no better example of a 

program that responds quickly when needed than crop insurance. We must do no harm to this critical part of 

the existing safety net as we lay the groundwork for the next Farm Bill.

Additionally, we must work together to restore a robust economy, expand new markets for U.S. agricultural 

products, and build resiliency within the agriculture food chain to prevent and mitigate potential disruptions 

from crises like the recent global pandemic.

I look forward to working with my colleagues and AACI members to ensure that those who produce our 

food and fiber have the tools they need to be successful. 

Profiles in Ag Leadership

Rep. David Scott

Elected: U.S. House of Representatives in 2002

Leadership: Chairman of the House Committee on Agriculture

Other Committees: Financial Servicesr

I am honored to serve as Chairman of the Committee on Agriculture and specifically the first African 

American to lead this committee. I take this leadership role seriously to advocate for policies that benefit all 

American farm families – ever mindful to ensure that Black Americans are not discriminated against.  

I was born on my grandparents’ farm in rural Aynor, South Carolina during the days of segregation and 

I worked on their farm when my parents moved north to find work. African Americans were the pioneer 

farmers, plowing the fields, cropping, and harvesting. It is important to keep this history in front of us.

Agriculture plays a vital role in the success of our country, and I am working every day to protect the 

interests of farmers, ranchers, and agri-business, and ensure that America’s agriculture sector continues 

to grow and remains globally competitive. This includes advancing priorities for trade, disaster aid, climate 

change, sustainable agriculture, SNAP, crop insurance, small family farms, specialty crops, and rural 

broadband. The fault lines dividing our rural and urban communities are running deep, and climate change 

is now threatening our nation’s food supply. I am working with my colleagues to rise up and meet these 

challenges.

  

“I take this leadership role seriously to advocate for policies that 

benefit all American farm families – ever mindful to ensure that 

Black Americans are not discriminated against. 
  

“Farm families are facing a number of challenges and it is 

important that we keep them at the top of our minds and ensure 

our country has safe and affordable food supply.  
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Sen. John Boozman

Elected: U.S. Senate in 2010; U.S. House of Representatives in 2001

Committees: Small Business; Transportation & Infrastructure

Leadership: Ranking Member of the U.S. Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition  

& Forestry

Other Committees: Appropriations; Environment and Public Works; Veterans’ Affair

The Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry has a well-deserved reputation as being 

among the most bipartisan places on Capitol Hill. It is a place where committee members actually sit down 

around a table, hash out our differences and create policy that is good for American agriculture. 

The result of the collaborative approach which has traditionally defined the committee’s work is perhaps 

best exemplified by the record amount of “yea” votes cast in the Senate for the 2018 Farm Bill.

My pledge as the new Ranking Member on the committee is to continue that spirit of cooperation with 

colleague Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) as we work together to address the many challenges 

facing our agricultural producers and rural America. At the top of that list is the impact of the pandemic on 

the agriculture community. There are many concerns and vulnerabilities that remain to be addressed. 

The effect the pandemic had on the supply chain should renew our focus on policies that bolster food 

production, reduce the barriers producers face and ensure that goods get from farm to shelf in an efficient 

manner because it’s not if, but when another crisis of this magnitude emerges.

Our agenda outside of pandemic response is just as full. Despite recent rises in commodity prices, 

agricultural producers are still struggling from the tough economic times they have faced over the last 

several years.

We have to keep that in mind as we gear up for the next farm bill, which will be here before we know 

it. We have written farm bills in good times and in bad times. Now, we are going to write one during 

unprecedented times.  It is important to continue to support crop insurance, which is widely recognized as 

the underpinning of our safety net throughout the ag community.

Moreover, the best way to increase demand for American agriculture products is to open more markets for 

our producers and ensure our farmers and ranchers have a fair, level playing field with our competitors. We 

must work to build new export markets and strengthen our existing ones, as 95 percent of our consumers 

live outside of the United States. 

We have our work cut out for us, but I am optimistic that we can put America’s farmers and ranchers in a 

position to succeed and help rural America thrive. My colleagues and I are working toward accomplishing 

those goals.

Sen. Debbie Stabenow

Elected: U.S. Senate in 2000; U.S. House of Representatives in 1996

Leadership: Chairwoman of the U.S. Senate Agriculture, Nutrition & Forestry 

Committee from 2011-2014, returned as Chairwoman 2021

Other Committees: TBD

From bad weather to volatile markets, farming is one of the riskiest businesses out there – which is why 

farmers need a strong safety net. Crop insurance is one of the most important components of that safety 

net, and that’s why I strongly support it. 

As Chairwoman of the Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee, I am proud to be a champion 

for producers and rural communities in my home state of Michigan and across the country. When I talk to 

our farm families, one thing they all tell me is they’re looking for certainty and commonsense tools like crop 

insurance to help manage their risk. 

As Chairwoman and Ranking Member during the last two farm bills, I worked to strengthen the farm safety 

net and expand crop insurance to improve access for a more diverse range of producers and crops. In 

Michigan, that’s especially important for our specialty crop growers who have been hit hard by the climate 

crisis. As volatile weather increases, crop insurance for cherries and other specialty crops is critical to keep 

their operations afloat. In fact this year, many of our Michigan cherry growers tell me that if it weren’t for crop 

insurance, the extreme swings in the weather would have wiped them out entirely.

As all our farmers and ranchers deal with the impacts of the climate crisis, USDA and the crop insurance 

industry can provide valuable information to help producers better understand agronomic practices that 

improve soil health and reduce the risk of crop loss.

As we look to the next Farm Bill, it is vital to continue strong investments to provide certainty and risk 

management for farm families. That means strengthening federal crop insurance so that it benefits 

producers of all sizes, regions and crops. I look forward to working in a bipartisan way with my colleagues 

and the members of AACI to make that happen.

  

“We must work to build new export markets and strengthen our existing ones, 

as 95 percent of our consumers live outside of the United States. 

  

“As we look to the next Farm Bill, it is vital to continue 

strong investments to provide certainty and risk 

management for farm families. 
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PAC CHAMPION
$5,000 
Carothers, Dan

PAC TRAILBLAZER
$1,500 - $2,499
Carothers, Douglas
Davenport, Micahel
Grimsley, Gene
Jakway, Douglas
Janicek, Kenneth
Korin, James
Wienstroer, John

PAC PIONEER
$500 - $1,499
Allison, Mark
Atkinson, Jordan
Bartling, Craig
Bird, Dan
Bird, Rick
Bird, Robert
Catalano, Anthony
Copeland, Tim
Domer, Jay
Erb, Benjamin
Foster, Shannon
Frelich, Steve
Gonzales, Craig
Hall, Mark
Hardt, Phillip
Jensen, Jared
Klein, Matthew
Larck, Shane
Lorimer, William
Love, Kale
McDermott, John
Meyer, Brad
Meyer, Jeff
Morrison, Rich
Norrish, Scott
Perry, Warren

Peterson, Michael
Powers, Kevin
Reisig, David
Rieger, Mark
Rohling, Ron
Schuler, Dave
Strickland, Dennis
Svigen, Kevin
Thomas, Randall
Twomey, Robert
Ufer, William
Veenstra, Bradley
Weaver, Shane
Wilson, Bill

PAC PATRON
$250 - $499
Altfillisch, Jeffrey
Bhangoo, Guri
Biewer, Dennis
Braddock, Stephen
Burghduff, Kenneth
Byrd, Chad
Chrystal, John
Covalt, Dallas
Crowley, Daniel
Currie, Mark
De Nooy, Jonathan
Dicke, Hank
Downing, Troy
Erickson, Darrin
Eslinger, Wade
Eversole, Craig
Flemmer, Erin
Fransen, Shari
Goldhahn, Lynn
Graunke, Lucas
Grefsrud, Rollin
Grout, Crystal
Hayes, Terry
Hinders, Randy
Hoffman, Joe
Humfeld, Randy

Johnson, Brian
Johnson, Danelle
Klais, Glen
Kluge, Chris
Kofford, Barry
Large, Mike
Lassey, Paul
Latour, Mitch
Maus, Brock
Nedved, Monica
Nesemeier, Chad
Phillips, Toby
Riesselman, Andy
Rosenthal, Mitch
Rue, Mason
Sisk, Kyle
Skinner, Gary
Smith, Michael
Survilla, Joseph
Tinnell, Clay
Trampel, Roger
Umberger, Patrick
Van Weelden, Andrew
Vogt, Randy
Wagener, Gloria
Webb, Kimberly
Wigham, Tammy
Wilde, Dana
Young, Laura

PAC SUSTAINER
$25 - $249
Abner, Andrew
Agguire, Arcadio
Alexander, Patrick
Alldredge, Robert
Allison, Chad
Anderson, Dwight
Anderson, Philip
Anderson, Levi
Antony, Mandy
Arguelles, Josh
Arnold, Mark

Atkinson, Jenna
Backer, Jeffery
Baines, Jas
Baldwin, David
Barclay, Randy
Barr, Matt
Bartling, Brad
Bauer, Lisa
Bean, Russell
Beans, Terry
Begner, Elsie
Bendorf, Ivan
Berens, Thomas
Berger, Vicki
Bernard, Anthony
Beutz, Lynn
Birk, Ashton
Blazel, Mike
Bliss, Lori
Bliss, Todd
Bogan, Ricky
Bond, George
Brallier, Andy
Briggs, Kristina
Britt, John
Broadhurst, Jordan
Brockriede, Mark
Brown, Jack
Bruce, Tesha
Bryan, Michael
Bukowski, Joshua
Campbell, Don
Carver, Jill
Casper, Donna
Chance, Stuart
Chase, Jason
Cheatum, Jamie
Christensen, Dane
Christianson, Holly
Clark, Kevin
Clouse, Jane
Collins, Bridgette
Compton, Caressa

Connelly, Nancy
Cook, Matt
Corbett, Kellen
Cormany, Brittany
Crouzer, Marthie
Cunningham, Carolyn
Currie, Kevin
Dahl, Erick
Davidson, Greg
Davis, Tony
DeJong, Haley
Dekovic, Sue
Dickerson, Alan
Domier, Mat
Dove, Elizabeth
Dowdy, Stacie
Driskell, Mark
Edelman, Randy
Eimer, Lawrence
Emerson, Heidi
Engstrom, Alexander
Feilmeier, Dale
Finlayson, Jamie
Fjerstad, Jamey
Flemmer, Lynn
Fletchall, Josh
Fox, Margaret
Franz, Tim
Frauenheim, Steve
Frazier, Austin
Frey, Mike
Froslee, Jeffrey
Gadsby, Timothy
Gargulak, Mark
Gaskill, Guy
Gauer, Michael
Gilbreath, Lynda
Gillett, Marie
Gleason, Timothy
Goche, Joshua
Goodsell, Angela
Gordon, Jennifer
Green, Steven

Gruben, Rickey
Gulius, Dominick
Gustafson, Sarah
Hade, Thomas
Hagen, Angela
Hahn, Annette
Hanawa, Ben
Hankins, Ross
Hanson, Michael
Hartley, Gradie
Hayden, Jan
Heath, Ashley
Hefner, Russell
Henningsen, Blake
Hess, Craig
Hessefort, Erik
Hickman, Neil
Hilton, Gary
Hobson, Dany
Hoff, Ron
Hoffman, Jeff
Hoffman, Jeffery
Holmes, Susan
Horky, Ryan
Hoversland, Ken
Howard, Baillie
Hubbs, Dave
Hudson, Rebecca
Hug, Nancy
Hunt, Dan
Inman, Jill
Isaackson, Tony
Isaackson, Tim
Isaackson, Clint
Jackson, Shane
Jamison, William
Jensen, Brenda
Joachim, Susan
Johnson, Camille
Johnson, Jay
Johnson, Brian
Joseph, Michele
Kalb, Jodi

Kelich, Tricia
Kempenich, Keith
Kesner, Cherise
Kessler, Jason
Kingren, Jean
Klaus, Amy
Knutson, Brad
Koebel, Angie
Korthals, David
Kreps, Kristi
Krusemark, Rochelle
Kunshek, Bill
Kvalevog, Shane
Large, Joseph (J.C)
Larsen, John
Larson, Mark
Lasz, Cheryl
Lavoi, Scott
Lee, Ken
Lewsader, Nathan
Lillehaugen, Luke
Livengood, Abra
Long, Brian
Long, Angie
Luedtke, Kara
Mannigel, Larry
Martin, Mindi
Martinson, Ander
Mathis, Ronnie
Mattern, Randy
Matthies, Brad
Melgoza, Alvaro
Meyer, Jared
Meyer, Glen
Michels, Jan
Mickelson, Mark
Milford, Patrick
Miller, Bonnie
Miller, Kelly
Mizell, Alex
Moe, Christopher
Moen, Tami
Montelauro, Kevin

Moore, C
Morrill, Daniel
Morris, William
Moss, Stephen
Munoz, Kristina
Murphy, Rickey
Mushitz, Ray
Myers, Aaron
Neal, Matthew
Norrish, Holly
Norrish, Kimberly
Nyren, Lori
Olek, John
Olson, Catherine
Olson, Howard
Olson, Barry
Ormon, Charles
Otto, James
Pahl, Kara
Paul, Dave
Petersen, Bradley
Peterson, Mark
Peterson, DuWayne
Phelps, Kendall
Pullen, Derek
Raivala, Jim
Randall, Tanner
Raphael, Brian
Rasmussen, Alan
Rath, Michael
Reece, Robert
Remick, Noel
Remington, Andrew
Rentz, Mark
Richter, Brenda
Riegler, Michael
Rogers, Thomas
Rohlfs, Darrel
Rolin, Rebecca
Ross, Kyle
Ross, Nicholas
Russell, Tami
Ryan, Kathryn

Sabella, Todd
Sammis, Tal
Schira, Douglas
Schlimme, Jean
Schuknecht, Fred
Schultz, Jason
Schumann, Rex
Schweer, John
Seier, Ralph
Seifermann, Shane
Setraycic, Kimberly
Siebrecht, Roger
Singleton, Larry
Sisk, Joe
Slack, Blane
Slater, John
Slowiak, Carolyn
Sluka, Thomas
Smith, Jennifer
Smith, Rob
Smith, Jason
Smith, Ricki
Soto, Priscilla
Spain, Jim
Spence, Gary
Sperle, James
Stanley, Brandon
Stegall, Linson
Stickelmaier, Julie
Stinson, Richard
Struble, Aaron
Sumner, Wallace
Sutton, Sheryl
Swing, Robert
Thayer, Brittany
Thomas, Tyler
Thompson, Matt
Thompson, Carol
Throckmartin, Ryan
Throlson, Trent
Troike, Greg
Trojcak, Josh
Tucker, Austin

Turnbull, Cameron
Twedt, Curtis
Vander Molen, Todd
Vandersloot, Jerry
Vinson, Robert
Wager, John
Wall, Mindy
Walsh, Christopher
Ward, Hunter
Wedel, Rees
Weihs, Kathryn
Wheeler, Kathy
Wieland, Cheryl
William, Bergh
Williams, Gary
Wilson, David
Wilson, Eric
Witt, Eric
Wood, Ron
Yeager, Terry
Ystaas, Wayne
Zahn, Kevin
Zejdlik, James
Zillich, Bridget

< $25
Eldredge, John
Fuquay, Karen
Horejsi, David
Hulker, Jacob
Myers, Diane
Nelson, LeAnn
Peterson, Deborah
Powell, Julie
Sanchezarias, Claudia
Smith, James
Wold, Pamela

Thank you to our PAC supporters 
Contributions given between January 1 - June 14, 2021

PAC UPDATE
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